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calling it into activity, but of the existence of which,
experience does not give us the smallest indication.

At the same time it is of importance to remark
tliat these considerations only amount to defect of
evidence; they afford no positive argument against
immortality. "We must beware of giving a priori
validity to the conclusions of an a posteriori philo-
sophy. The root of all a priori thinking is the
tendency to transfer to outward things a strong asso-
ciation between the corresponding ideas in our own
minds; and the thinkers who most sincerely attempt
to limit their beliefs by experience, and honestly
believe that they do so, are not always sufficiently on
their guard against this mistake. There are thinkers
who regard it as a truth of reason that miracles are
impossible ; and in like manner there are others who
because the phenomena of life and consciousness are
associated in their minds by undeviating experience
with the action of material organs, think it an ab-
surdity per se to imagine it possible that those
phenomena can exist under any -other conditions.
But they should remember that the uniform co-
existence of one fact with another does not make the
one fact a part of the other, or the same with it,.
The relation of thought to a material brain is no
metaphysical necessity; but simply a constant co-
existence within the limits of observation. And
when analysed to the bottom on the principles of the